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to apologize to Satan for die comparison!l The terrible force
of the attack completely overwhelmed the defence, which recog-
nized that whatever merits "Wilkes may have possessed he had
put himself outside the pale; and their Lordships promptly
voted An Essay on Woman and all its contents not only ' a most
blasphemous, obscene and impious libel' but also a grave breach
of privilege on the ground that the author had attributed the
Notes to a member of their assembly—Warburton. This was
followed by an Address to the King in which it was urged that
proceedings be at once instituted against Wilkes on a charge of
blasphemy.
At the same time the attack was taking another form in the
Commons. Grenville was determined not to be caught napping
a second time: the Government's plan was first to induce the
Commons to vote Number XLV of The North Briton a seditious
libel, and then to declare that the privilege of freedom from
arrest did not extend to such an indictment. The former part
of the plan was carried through without serious opposition.
Number XLV was declared to be a 'false, scandalous and seditious
libel/ and orders were given that it should be publicly burnt
by the common hangman.
Wilkes fought back bravely. He gave the House a detailed
account of the treatment which he received after service of the
general warrant. His speech laid bare the danger to personal
liberty, and although it could not change the minds of those
men whose votes were pledged to the Government it made a
profound effect upon a few disinterested members and gave his
friends solid ground upon which to raise their arguments later
in the debate.
One of the speakers against Wilkes was Samuel Martin, who
sat for Camelford and held a minor Government office. In an
earlier issue of The North Briton this man had been described as
6 a low fellow and a dirty tool of power.5 Martin suffered the
1 Warburton did not escape Churchill's bitter tongue : in The Duellist he was savagely
attacked.
He drank with drunkards, lived with sinners,
Herded with infidels for dinners ;
With such an emphasis and grace,
Blasphemed, that Potter kept not pace:
He in the highest reign of noon,
Bawled bawdy songs to a Psalm tune;
Lived with men infamous and vile,
Trucked his salvation for a smile.
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